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MARK AND JESSICA VALENTINE PRESENTED  

WITH AYRSHIRE YOUNG LEADER AWARD  
 

COLUMBUS, OH – The Ayrshire Breeders’ Association honored Mark and Jessica Valentine of 

Thurmont, MD, with the Young Ayrshire Leader Award at the National Ayrshire Convention in 

Entriken, PA, on June 25, 2015. The award recognizes young breeders who are making significant 

contributions as leaders by giving of their time, energy and expertise to the Ayrshire breed and dairy 

industry, as well as their communities. 

 

As a couple, Mark and Jessica chaired the 2011 National Ayrshire Convention in Maryland. It was a 

fantastic event with a very large contingency of international guests attending. Mark has served on 

several different national Ayrshire Breeders’ Association committees, and was just re-elected to serve 

his second term as an ABA Director. They are leaders and supporters of Maryland dairy and agriculture. 

Both are active members of the Maryland Ayrshire Association where Mark serves as a director. 

 

If you were to ask Mark and Jessica what their greatest accomplishment is, they would be compelled to 

tell you that it was producing their three handsome children: Cadin, Gavin and their late son Karsin. It 

gives this young couple great pride to instill in their sons a love for agriculture, farming and dairy cattle, 

especially their Ayrshire beauties 

 

Mark is employed as a herd manager for Recipient Solutions where they work with some of the top 

Holstein genetics and genomics in the country and have an extensive flush program. Jessica is employed 

part-time as a vet tech for Mullenix Veterinary Clinic, as well as doing the book work and record 

keeping for Recipient Solutions. 

 

The majority of their Ayrshires are housed at the home farm, Vales-Pride, owned and operated by 

Mark's brother Michael and sister-in-law Denise. They are able to keep a few of their cows and heifers 

at Recipient Solutions enabling them to work with their Ayrshires every day.  
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